
 
 

   

 

 
Overview of participation options for subsidiaries in the UN 

Global Compact and the UN Global Compact Network 
Germany (UN GCD) 

 
Status Quo:  
As an official signatory to the UN Global Compact, the commitment of a parent company also 
applies to all subsidiaries. However, only the name of the parent company would be visible in 
the online profile on the UN Global Compact website, and the individual subsidiaries would 
not have their own profile or access to the online dashboard, which can be used, for example, 
to request the logo or submit the CoP.  
  

Communication guidelines 
Subsidiaries that do not independently join the UN Global Compact can still communicate 
their support for the ten principles of the UN Global Compact by referring to the commitment 
of the parent company. The wording “We are signatories to the UN Global Compact” is not 
intended for subsidiaries that do not independently join the initiative. Alternative wording 
example: “Through our parent company's participation in the UN Global Compact, we are also 
committed to the Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact.”  

Subsidiaries have the option of applying to use the “We Support UN Global Compact” logo, 
but only via the parent company's dashboard. The intended use and placement of the logo 
should be described in detail.  

  

Independent participation of subsidiaries 
There are two ways in which subsidiaries can become part of the UN Global themselves:  

 
 

The following page outlines the most important aspects of independent participation by 
subsidiaries.  

  



 
 

   

 

Independent participation of subsidiaries: 
 

 Option 1: 
A subsidiary can become a 
signatory to the UN Global 
Compact independently of 
its parent company. It is 
irrelevant whether the parent 
company is a signatory to the 
UN Global Compact or not.  

Option 2: 
A subsidiary can participate in 
the UN Global Compact under 
the patronage of the parent 
company if the parent 
company is also a signatory to 
the UN Global Compact.   

Online application 
for membership 

The subsidiary must complete the 
UN Global Compact online 
application form and submit its 
own Letter of Commitment, 
signed by the subsidiary's 
management. 
 
In the application form, there is an 
option to click on a field asking 
whether the parent company is 
already a signatory to the UN 
Global Compact. Please do not 
click on this field, as the subsidiary 
wishes to participate in the UN 
Global Compact independently of 
the parent company.  
Once participation in the UN 
Global Compact has been 
confirmed at the global level, 
companies will receive an email 
containing a link to the online 
membership application for the 
German network. The 
membership application provided 
must be completed, signed, and 
uploaded for the membership in 
the registered association to 
become official. 

The subsidiary must complete the 
UN Global Compact online 
application form and submit its 
own Letter of Commitment, 
signed by the subsidiary's 
management. 
 
In the application form, there is an 
option to click on a field asking 
whether the parent company is 
already a signatory to the UN 
Global Compact. Please click on 
this field if the subsidiary wishes 
to participate in the UN Global 
Compact under the patronage of 
the parent company. 
Once participation in the UN 
Global Compact has been 
confirmed at the global level, 
companies will receive an email 
containing a link to the online 
membership application for the 
German network. The 
membership application provided 
must be completed, signed, and 
uploaded for the membership in 
the registered association to 
become official. 

UN Global 
Compact Profile 

Subsidiaries have their own company profile on the UN Global Compact 
website with their own login details. They are also listed as members 
on the UN GCD website as soon as the membership application to UN 
GCD e. V. has been submitted (see below). 

https://unglobalcompact.org/business-application-form
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Financial 
contributions 

Subsidiaries that join 
independently of their parent 
company are subject to the 
general contribution requirements:  
 
Companies with gross annual 
revenues exceeding USD 50 
million pay a financial contribution 
to the UN Foundation.  
 
Companies with gross annual 
revenues of less than USD 50 
million pay a contribution to the 
UN Global Compact Network 
Germany. 
 
The respective contribution 
amounts are based on the gross 
annual turnover. A detailed list of 
contributions can be found here. 

Subsidiaries in Germany whose 
parent companies are based 
abroad pay a contribution to the 
UN Global Compact Network 
Germany association. The amount 
of the contribution is based on the 
gross annual turnover.  
 
Subsidiaries in Germany whose 
parent companies are based in 
Germany are invited to make a 
donation once a year. The 
recommended donation is based 
on the amount of gross annual 
turnover. Donation receipts can be 
issued in accordance with § 10 
EStG (German Income Tax Act).  
 
A detailed list of contributions and 
recommended donations can be 
found here. 

CoP –  
Communication   
on Progress 

The subsidiary must submit its 
own progress report (CoP) every 
year. 

The subsidiary does not need to 
submit its own progress report 
(CoP), as the parent company's 
CoP should cover the commitment 
and activities of the subsidiaries. 
The subsidiary can, of course, also 
complete its own CoP. 

Membership in the 
UN GCD e. V. 

Subsidiaries based in Germany that have joined the UN Global Compact 
are automatically invited to join the UN Global Compact Network 
Germany e. V. as a local network after joining. To this end, the 
subsidiary receives an invitation by email, including a company-specific 
link to the online membership application, where the signed declaration 
of accession must be uploaded. 

Logo usage 
„We Support UN 
Global Compact” 

The subsidiary can submit a logo request via its own UNGC profile and 
apply to use the “We Support” logo. 

External 
communication 

The subsidiary may communicate that it is an official signatory or 
participant in the UN Global Compact and a member of the UN Global 
Compact Network Germany e. V. 

 
 

 

https://www.globalcompact.de/teilnehmen/finanzieller-beitrag
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